
RESOLUTION NUMBER 143 

HONORING MR. MARTIN MATHEWS 

 

WHEREAS, Martin Luther Mathews was born Feb. 17, 1925, the eleventh of 13 children of Ned Mathews and 

Amanda Patterson Mathews in the Bootheel town of Neelyville, Mo. After his father’s death in 1937, Mr. 

Mathews moved from Poplar Bluff, MO to St. Louis to live with his sister Verlie D. Williams; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his early time in St. Louis, Martin worked many odd jobs including dishwasher, waiter, 

chauffeur, night watchman, and factory worker to support his mother and family. One of his jobs with Cerf 

Brothers Bag Company. While working there, Mr. Mathews met a young woman in the sewing department and 

went head over heels for her. Martin Mathews courted Barbara Albright for six months and they were married 

in August 1947. To their union were born five daughters, Juanita Amanda Mathews, Phyllis Marie Mathews, 

Betty Joe Mathews, Marilyn Darlene Mathews, and Angelic Inez Mathews Cole. That same year he would join 

the Burkart Randall division of Textron, Inc., where he was promoted to manager of the upholstery department. 

While there he met and collaborated closely with the company president, Lawrence T. Hickey, who would later 

become a director of the Mathews-Dickey Boys’ Club. With money tight, Martin and Barbara lived with his 

sister Verlie at her home and then with his friend AC Anderson. The couple made their first home at 4672 

Ashland Ave., near Handy Park; and 

 

WHEREAS, with encouragement from Anderson and the Rev. William G. Gillespie, the pastor at nearby Cote 

Brilliante Presbyterian Church, Mr. Mathews began meeting up with a group of neighborhood boys in Handy 

Park to practice baseball. He noticed that they lacked decent uniforms and equipment, so he made a promise to 

resolve this matter. One commitment followed another and soon he was hooked as a permanent coach; and 

 

WHEREAS, one day while at practice, Mr. Mathews observed another man coaching a group of young players 

from a nearby neighborhood. His name was Hubert “Dickey” Ballentine. Mr. Dickey was ten years older than 

Mr. Mathews, and a postal worker. They had quite different personalities, but what they had in common was 

much more important – a belief that baseball could instill in youngsters the virtues of teamwork, discipline, 

character, and integrity. Mr. Mathews would capture that ethos with three words that every club member took to 

heart: Respect, Restraint and Responsibility; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Mathews and Mr. Dickey decided to combine their squads. Soon they were fielding dozens of 

teams and then hundreds. By 1961 they started major fundraising beginning with an annual awards banquet, 

which started in a neighbor’s basement, moved to a UAW Hall, then hotel ballrooms; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the early days, Mr. Mathews and Mr. Dickey used the proceeds from fundraising for 

equipment. Bob Russell, a sporting goods supplier with a store in north city extended credit to the club and Mr. 

Mathews always made sure to make good. His demonstration of good faith and integrity paid huge dividends 

when it became clear that with its burgeoning membership, that Mathews-Dickey needed a clubhouse. Russell 

was looking to relocate his store and offered his site to the club while also donating seed money for the 

purchase. St. Louis Circuit Judge Lackland Bloom, Lawrence Hickey, Anheuser-Busch also provided crucial 

financial support along with many others. The clubhouse opened at the Natural Bridge and Shreve site in 1970; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, initially Mathews-Dickey focused on baseball with the help of neighborhood men Robert Trice, 

Frank Grice, Thornton Ballard, and Negro League Hall of Famer James Cool Papa Bell, but later added 

football, basketball, tennis, soccer, and swimming. The club’s membership grew with support from volunteer 

groups like the Friendship Charity Club, and the 100 Women’s Organization. By the late 1970s, the club had 

outgrown the Natural Bridge location and another huge fundraising campaign ensued with even more support 

from the region’s corporate titans. The new facility opened May 18, 1982. Not long after, the club played host 

to President Ronald Reagan, who presented Mr. Mathews and Mr. Dickey the Presidential Citizen’s Medal; and 

 



WHEREAS, though Mr. Mathews and Mr. Dickey started their venture with a cadre of boys, the women and 

girls were in their thoughts as well. Since the club’s founding, mothers had been in the forefront providing 

meals, financial and moral support. In the 1970s, women joined the board of directors. Girls started getting 

involved as cheerleaders. In the 1980s, they began playing basketball and participating in aquatic events. In 

2001, the organization made the official name change to the Mathews-Dickey Boys’ & Girls’ Club; and 

 

WHEREAS, as important as sports were there were also many educational and leadership programs that Mr. 

Mathews started with the help from so many others. The first was the Earn and Learn program started in 1968 

with a grant from Anheuser-Busch Cos. It trained youths to be coaches, umpires and commissioners and 

provided them with much-needed spending money. So many more programs would follow including the MVP 

(Motivation Vocation Program), the Law Internship Program, CLIP (Computer Literacy Instruction Program), 

RBI (Reviving Baseball in the Inner City), the Reach Out St. Louis initiative to stem the tide of school dropouts, 

and many more; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Mathews also played a key role in starting City Academy, which was founded by Donald 

Danforth III and built next door to the club. In 1984, Danforth, then an executive at Ralston Purina, got his start 

as an educator tutoring youths at Mathews-Dickey and then collaborated on many educational initiatives with 

Mr. Mathews and others. By 1999, he was operating a full-fledged academy for 42 children within the walls of 

Mathews-Dickey. In 2004, City Academy opened a state-of-the-art facility of its own and is now regarded as 

one of the finest preK-6 schools in the region; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Mathews also supported other non-profits. He galvanized bankers “Big Jim” Davis and Louis 

Tiemann, and the Greater East St. Louis Community Fund, to join efforts with the East St. Louis community to 

raise $5 million to erect the Jackie Joyner-Kersee Center. He worked with U.S. District Judge E. Richard 

Webber and the St. Louis Public Schools to initiate the “It’s Better to Educate than to Incarcerate” initiative by 

recruiting 50 lawyers and 50 teachers to serve as mentors for young men and women. He worked with United 

Way of Greater St. Louis Chairman Charmaine Chapman to name a renovated school in her honor and his last 

major effort was to work with longtime friend Bob Russell to open the Bob Russell Park at Mathews-Dickey in 

Bellefontaine, Missouri; and 

 

WHEREAS, Martin Luther Mathews departed life on earth Nov. 8 in hospice care at Evelyn’s House in Creve 

Coeur, Missouri; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Mathews leaves to mourn his passing daughters, Juanita Amanda Mathews, Marilyn Darlene 

Mathews, Angelic Inez Mathews Cole and grandchildren Clayton Mathews, Rachel Mathews, Isabeau Mathews 

and Martin Washington, and a host of nieces, nephews, and friends.Preceding Mr. Mathews in death are his 

wife Barbara Mathews, daughters Phyllis Mathews and Betty Joe Mathews, sisters Verlie Williams, Inez 

Williams, Saluta Mae Mathews, Mildred Robinson, and brothers Cerman, William and Laskey Mathews. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of this Honorable Board of Aldermen join the 

sponsor of this resolution in expressing their heartfelt sympathy to the family of Mr. Martin Luther Mathews 

and that the Clerk of this Honorable Board be instructed to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution 

to be presented to the family of Mr. Mathews and to his beloved Mathews-Dickeys Boys and Girls Club at a 

time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 18th day of November 2022 by: 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

 

 



Adopted 18th day of November, 2022 as attested by:  

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Joseph Vollmer  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 


